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GOALS OF THE BDS MOVEMENT:

• Being the part of the Palestinian BDS National Committee (BNC) tasked with overseeing the academic and 

cultural boycott aspects of BDS, the Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel 

(PACBI) has advocated, since 2004, for a boycott of Israeli academic and cultural institutions.This is based on 

the fact that these institutions are deeply complicit in the Israeli system of oppression that has denied 

Palestinians their basic rights guaranteed by international law, or has hampered their exercise of these rights, 

including academic freedom and the right to education.

• Academic institutions are a key part of the ideological and institutional scaffolding of Israel’s regime of 

occupation, colonialism and apartheid against the Palestinian people. Since its founding, the Israeli academy has 

cast its lot with the hegemonic political-military establishment in Israel, and notwithstanding the efforts of a 

handful of principled academics, the Israeli academy is profoundly implicated in supporting and perpetuating 

Israel’s systematic denial of Palestinian rights.

• PACBI GUIDELINES FOR THE INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC BOYCOTT OF ISRAEL 2014

https://www.bdsmovement.net/colonialism-and-apartheid
https://www.bdsmovement.net/colonialism-and-apartheid
https://www.bdsmovement.net/academic-boycott


MANIFESTATIONS OF POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS 
AGAINST US

• Formal adherence by academic institutions, professional associations and individual 

researhcers to the BDS Guidelines



MANIFESTATIONS OF POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS 
AGAINST US

• Suspension of existing inter-institutional academic cooperation agreements and decisions 

not to enter into new cooperation agreements 



MANIFESTATIONS OF POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS 
AGAINST US

• Refusal to invite HUJI researchers to conferences, research groups 

and to publish in academic publications 

• Open boycott

• Silent boycott 

• “Balancing requirements” (e.g., linking the invitation of Israelis 

to conference panels to the invitation of Palestinians)

• Demands to remove HUJI affiliation or make historical

acknowledgment statements

• Such boycotts typically exceed the scope Of PACBI Guidelines 



MANIFESTATIONS OF POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS 
AGAINST US

• Refusal to participate in HUJI events, research groups/consortia and to support other 

academic activities (e.g., review letters, publication reviews, publication in HUJI journals). 



MANIFESTATIONS OF POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS 
AGAINST US

• Interruptions of lectures and academic events involving HUJI faculty 



MANIFESTATIONS OF POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS 
AGAINST US

• Institutional management decisions – sometimes adopted collectively by a number of 

institutions

• Senate resolutions

• Petitions and collective letters

• Union and professional associations motions/resolutions

• Action by individual researchers 



IS BDS A STRATEGIC THREAT?

• Centrality of academic cooperation to “academic life cycle” 

• Study abroad programs

• Research groups and consortia

• Research/teaching visits 

• Publication in international journals

• Obtaining international grants

• Conference/Poster presentations

• Academic leadership positions – board of editors, conference organizer, book editor, officials in 

professional associations

• Promotion letters

• Journal refereeing



IS BDS A STRATEGIC THREAT?

• Centrality of cooperation with European universitiies to HUJI 

• Horizon 2020-2027

• Concerns about staff recruitment and retention

• Concerns about international rankings

• Concerns about exclusion from important research networks 

• Concerns about exclusion becoming the norm in certain regions, and invitation the 

exception that needs to be justified



THE REASONS GIVEN FOR DOWNGRADING OR 
SEVERING RELATIONS WITH US

• Reasons repeat themselves across institutions – suggesting that we dealing with a coordinated campaign

• Reasons tend to remain constant across time – current situation has limited effect on them

• Reasons are mostly pretextual – they tend to amplify small issues, present issues out of context, ignore 

redeeming facts, ignore their own institutions’ shortcoming

• Most reasons are applied with minor changes to all Israeli universities – suggesting that the agenda may 

be not institution-sepcific but anti-Israeli (and at times, anti-semitic)

• Ultimately, there is an attempt to hold Israeli academia accountable for the policies of the GOI, with 

which we may – as Israeli citizens – agree or disagree, through guilt by association – out of (a mistaken 

or knowingly false) belief that Israeli academia can influence such policies



THE REASONS GIVEN FOR DOWNGRADING OR 
SEVERING RELATIONS WITH US

• Military programs – Tzameret, Havatzalot, Talpiot

• Location of University facilities – focusing on the Mount Scopus student village and the sports 

center

• Allegations regarding the lopsided application of freedom of speech standards in ways that 

silence Arab students and faculty

• Allegations regarding institutional identification with government and government policies (e.g. 

free hostages campaigns)

• Allegations regarding tech transfers 

• Involvement in archeological excavations



WE HAVE GOOD ANSWERS 
TO EVERY QUESTION!

• Military programs are full-fledged independent academic programs – we do not offer 

military training and are not involved in military policies. We are proud of the quality 

education we provide to all of our students!

• The Mount Scopus itself is not part of the territories seized by Israel in 1967; the two 

support facilities are on private land which the university held title to before the 

establishment of the State of Israel

• The University is committed to protect freedom of speech to all members of its 

academic community – Jews and Arabs – and supports on-campus protests, including 

political protests It tries to facilitate freedom of speech while persevering a sense of 

personal security and collegiality. 



• HUJI is an independent and pluralistic educational institution. It stands for democracy, 

human righst,  peace, equal opportunities, inclusion and social justice. In this vein, the 

university leadership has expressed in recent years criticism of governmental policy, 

which might adversely affect Israeli academia and society, including re the planned 

constitutional reforms, return of hostages and addressing the humanitarian situation in 

Gaza  

• Few university researchers are involvement in projects that have national security 

implications. They are committed to maintaining all legal and ethical standards. Like 

other institutions in the world, HUJI is in the process of reviewing its policies 

regarding dual use technology.

• HUJI has been involved in a few excavation projects in territories seized by Israel in 

1967, in sites which contain important cultural heritage for Jews, Muslims and 

Christians. Those projects are conducted in accordance with all sceintific, legal and 

ethical standards. Including in accordance with the 1995 Oslo Accords between Israel 

and the Palestinians

WE HAVE GOOD ANSWERS TO EVERY 
QUESTION!



AND WE HAVE GOOD QUESTIONS TOO!

• Are academic boycotts compatible with basic values of academia? 

• Are academic boycots against indpendent and pluralistic institutions 

effective or counter-productive? 

• Are academic boycots a form of costless virtue signalling? Do they 

represent surrender to mob pressure?

• Is it a good idea to politicize academic relations?

• Are academic boycotts moral or a form of collective punishment ? Are 

they legal or discriminatory in nature?



WHAT ACTION DO WE TAKE?

• University task force

• Monitoring and chronicling of BDS incidents

• Dialogue with universities considering or implementing boycott-related measures

• Legal challenges of boycott measures

• Assisting and guiding faculty and students encountering BDS incidents

• Participation in national cooordination committee formed by University heads

• Disseminating information on the fight against BDS and in favor of academic freedom and 

academic cooperation
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